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World Premiere of SHIFTINGS Plays 2005 San Francisco Fringe Festival 
 

September 8, 12 and 17 at 8:30 PM; September 11 and 18 at 4:00PM; September 14 at 10PM 
 

All shows at EXIT ON TAYLOR, 277 Taylor Street, San Francisco 
 
 

New York City, July 25, 2005 – What do dolls, zits, money, Joseph Campbell, genetic engineering, raincoats, Fidel Castro, 
JS Bach and monster music have in common? JOAN MERWYN PHYSICAL THEATER will present SHIFTINGS, a solo, 
physical theater rite-of-passage which explores the deranged and mystical world of adolescence, corporate greed and urban 
isolation. An unusual sound montage with original text enhances these vignettes, examining the death of innocence in 
contemporary society. 
 
Joan Merwyn Physical Theater takes audiences on a journey to the edges of humanity. Through abstract interpretations of 
disturbing subjects, the trilogy of solos in SHIFTINGS is an intense and captivating experience. Joan Merwyn Physical 
Theater's performances contain a flare for the absurd, while being provocative, humorous and entertaining. 
 
A New York resident, Ms. Merwyn is pleased to announce that her former theatrical partner, Celia McCarthy, of Berkeley, 
will join her on stage in SHIFTINGS. The two “New Vaudevillians” electrified Bay Area audiences, receiving rave reviews 
in the 1970’s under the name of Fools Unlimited. Journalist Gar Smith coined them: “a tour de farce”. 
 
Internationally acclaimed performance artist, Joan Merwyn, is an award winning performer, choreographer, stage director 
and educator. Ms. Merwyn has performed and taught in Europe, Canada and the U.S. with her solo performances and as a 
founding member of numerous experimental and physical theater companies, including Margolis Brown Company. She has 
performed and taught at colleges, international performance festivals and opera houses. Joan Merwyn Physical Theater 
reflects 30 years of experience in the field of mime and physical theater. Ms. Merwyn received an Individual Choreography 
Fellowship from her home state of Rhode Island, a Bessie Award (NY Dance and Performance Award) and an Eleanor 
Roosevelt Community Service Award for her theatrical work with homeless youth in New York City housing shelters. As a 
choreographer/director her work has been seen on international television, including The Tonight Show and Great 
Performances. For details, pictures, reviews and video clips, please go to www.JoanMerwyn.com. 
 
Celia McCarthy is a clown, costumer, planner, yodeler, knitter and mom. Her work has been seen in many venues throughout 
the Bay Area, most notably with Fools Unlimited, Rosebottom & McClown, Berkeley Stage Company, Berkeley Shakespeare 
Festival, Berkeley Repertory Theater, and Berkeley Lights Theater Ensemble. 
 
The 2005 San Francisco Fringe Festival, September 7 through 18, brings over 40 different shows to six venues in downtown 
San Francisco, all within easy walking distance of Union Square and the Powell Street BART station. For complete listings  
of venues, shows, and times, go to www.sffringe.org. Or call the fringe hotline at (415) 673-3847. Tickets are $9 or less per 
show and ten show passes are $55. 


