For my Secret Pal, answers to the questionnaire:

1. Are you a yarn snob (do you prefer high-end/natural fibers)? Do you avoid Red Heart and Lion Brand? Or is it all the same to you?

I'm a bit of a snob, although I have been known to knit with Lion Brand Homespun.  I prefer natural fibers.  Red Heart makes me cringe.

 2. Do you spin? Crochet?

No spinning.  I crocheted, macramed and sewed in a former life.

3. Do you have any allergies? (smoke, pets, fibers, perfume, etc.)

I am allergic to wheat and cow's milk.  I also avoid caffein.

4. How long have you been knitting?

I've known how to knit for at least forty years, but have become obsessed in the past four years.

5. Do you have an Amazon or other online wish list?

Nope, should I?

6. What's your favorite scent? (for candles, bath products etc.)

Gardenia

7. Do you have a sweet tooth?

Oh, yes.  But I try to avoid chocolate (to be consumed only on very special occasions). Cappuccino jellybellies are a guilty pleasure.

8. What other crafts or Do-It-Yourself things do you like to do? 

Knitting, knitting, and more knitting.  I'm pretty much a one-craft girl these days.

9. What kind of music do you like? Can your computer/stereo play MP3s? (if your buddy wants to make you a CD)

OK, the music thing is pretty eclectic. I listen to rock and roll in the car, when I'm not tuned in to Public Radio.  My daughter has introduced me to some pretty amazing alternative stuff.  Irish music, blueglass, folk, classical.  Each has its place.  Mandolin is a fave.  Good cowgirl music gets me going.  And darling, don't forget the yodeling.  I'd love to get my hands on some Swiss or German yodeling rifs.

10. What's your favorite color? Or--do you have a color family/season/palette  you prefer? 

Brown is my black, and I tend toward the earthy/autumnal pallette, but I love red, orange and have been known to wear fucshia.  Trying to branch out into green, think olive, sage and forest. 

11. What is your family situation? Do you have any pets?

Empty nester with three dogs, two cats, and a lovely husband.

12. What are your life dreams? (really stretching it here, I know)

I'm dreaming of having independent children, who are happy, healty and support themselves.  I'm dreaming of spending at least a month in Italy.  I'm dreaming of..heck, I'm kind-of living my dream.

13. What is/are your favorite yarn/s to knit with? 

I've got some cashmere blend, picked up at School Products in New York, that's knitting up very nicely.  Peruvian Highland Wool from Elann, Merino Wool, Kidsilk Haze.  And sock yarns with a bit of  nylon in them.

14. What fibers do you absolutely *not* like?

I like cotton, but I don't really like it to knit with.  And Red Heart makes me cringe.

15. What is/are your current knitting obsession/s?

Cables

16. What is/are your favorite item/s to knit?

Socks - they travel well and can ge worked on almost anywhere.  But I'm knitting (or planning to knit) more sweaters this year.  And scarves have their place.  Dang, I also like to knit felted bags and hats.  Pretty much everything has its place in my knitting life.

17. What are you knitting right now?

A lovely cabled scarf for my lovely husband’s birthday present.  Can’t wait to start Nothing But a T in red Calmer.

18. What do you think about ponchos?

I've knit two and am working on a third, but I don't think I'd wear one.

19. Do you prefer straight or circular needles?

It depends on the project.

20. Bamboo, aluminum, plastic? 

Again, it depends on the project.  Mostly bamboo.

21. Are you a sock knitter?

Absolutely!

22. How did you learn to knit?

My mother taught me the way her German mother taught her, Continental style.

23. How old is your oldest UFO? 

18 years old!  I just found it in the basement.

24. What is your favorite animated character or a favorite animal/bird?

I'm kind-of partial to dogs, especially tiny red weiner dogs.

25. What is your favorite holiday?

St. Patrick's Day!

26. Is there anything that you collect?

Friends.
